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B2 Dr. Butler BR1Z

Age-Ism: Another Form of Bigotry

3

arcorsm X, the Kerner Commission Report,

and a wariety of other persons, ewvents, and
materials hawve made the concept of racism
familiar. Social class discrimination also needs no
introduction. Howewer, we may soon have o
consider very seriously a form of bigotry we now
tend to owverlook: age discrimination or age-ism,
prejudice by one age group toward other age
groups. IF such bias ewxists, might it not be espe-
cially evident in America; a society that has
traditionally wvalued pragmatism, action, power,
and the vigor of youth over contemplation, reflec-
tion, experience, and the wisdom of age?

It the afluent community of Chewvy Chase,
recent events have revealed a complex interweawv-
ing of class, color, and age discrimination that
may highlight the impact of these [orces in our
national lile.

Cm Januwary 30, 1969, the Mational Capital
Housing Authority, the public housing agency of
the District of Columbia, held hearings on its pro-
posal to purchase Regency Howse, a high-rise
apartment building in Chevy Chase, for the eld-
erly poor. IF fnally approved, Regenzy House
would be the first public housing project west of
Rock Creek Park, the rtraditional boundary be-
tween black and whire in Washington, ID.C.,

The middle-class and middle-aged white citi-
zenry of Chevy Chase appeared at both the hear-
ings and at the Chevy Chase Citizens” Association
meeting at a local public school on February 17.
They wvigorously protested on a variety of grounds
the Mational Capital Housing Authority proposal.
Some of these aroused citizens demonstrated that
they could practice the politics of protest and con-
Irontation in a manner as impassioned as that of
the young and alienated.

Chevy Chase residents were irritated and
angered by a proposal to provide what they con-
sidered luxury housing (there is a swimming pool

'Wns}un u:-n .‘n:h.n:n?ll a[ Fs |:|l|a.1ry and George Washington Uni-
m.:_-,- ?L‘I icnll E e Si., DA, 'wa"h...gg.w.,

Robert N. Butler, MD'

on the roof of Regency House) for oclder people
who were not accustomed to “‘luxury.™

Among statements heard at the meetings and
quoted in the local newspapers were: “You would
open the door for people who don't know how to
live.,” “Slums are made by the people who live
in them.” “It (public housing) has to come
sometime but not this time or in this place.”™ *I
am not against old folks, believe me™ “Who
wants all those old people around.” Zoning, tax
losses, costs, and property wvalues were also men-
tioned, but it was clear that more than concern
over the pocketbook was operating.

Class, color, and age have always been parts of
the structure of American communities. Since the
passage of the Public Housing Act of 1937, we
have tended to increase the divisions within
America by ssparating the poor and segregating
the non-white. Today, despite Social Security, the
elderly poor are common, and they are Freguently
black. There has also been a trend in recent years
toward segregation of the middle-class elderly in

“retirement communities™ and “housing [or the
elderly.”
Weighborhood reaction against the wuse of

Regency House for the elderly poor carries impli-
cations beyond Chevy Chase. The classic or
scapegoat explanation for prejudice turns upon
the unconscious effort to justify one’s own weak-
nesses by fAnding them in others—in other races,
religious, or mnationalities. Personal insecurity,
ance generalized, becomes the basis of prejudice
and hostility.

Age-ism describes the subjestive cxperienze im-
plied in the popular notion of the generation gap.
Prejudice of the middle-aged against the old in
this instance, and against the young in others, is
a serious national problem. Age-ism reflects a
deep seated uneasiness on the part of the yvoung
and middle-aged—a personal rewvulsion to and
distaste for growing old, disease, disability; and
fear of powerlessness, “uselessness,” and death.
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o Butler (1969) described it as a “prejudice by one age group toward other
groups” (p. 243).

NEl
NEl

e Iverson et al. (2009) mentioned ageism is “defined as negative or positive
stereotypes, prejudice and/or discrimination against (or to the advantage of)
elderly people on the basis of their chronological age” (p. 15).

o Caryetal. (2017) explored benevolent and hostile attitudes toward older
adults.



FERIXRER

g FHButlerik 1969 F£5| A - i EEILR
—(EF AR EMFERAEANRR"
( Butler, 1969 ) -

RIBSE BB RFE =
HHE (k¥ EFF ) [ Ay =L ! g T
_Eif,s MBZIIRENS - R B /3 1% Ay
f]" (lversen et al., 2009). TR A ,

Cary et al. (2017)8li& 7 FEFER I FER (AAS) 2KI%
R EFEANCEZANBEREE -

Cherry and Palmore (2008)5A 3% 1 B F A HHEIRVRY
& (ROPE) EFR R EBRBAEBHNFERIRTH -




HEHITIREE




BERe /IR ERING?

CERETRERG!I!




/% Ell__] E\%

BEE—E ;r__l,\nﬂi%l_L*E, SHBBNELTRE
EREEDEEIERENAR, NinERNEIIEE.




ERES NAEEE S BEAIRIS:

é B ReE Fé%ﬁéﬁmﬁﬁ ZakenhJanes, (AT PITUEEEEL
v
AR Em IR S
v
1= = HY[E]fE
g TR FREHE 60-120 % ﬁj\%a—J_Ea}%LEE%’E
Y =N %,5;5 SEERBELAZRNER O S FRITRY R,
’ eEpegE ERERERNRERLIEm S,

FREHEERANER,




EA B = REE X 5eel, EEaH) R ERE,
= S B Rk BHEE REMREFHE. B—KET.

=Ry ARRESE T RIRNES, B0 5= ﬁ/\ﬂﬁ)ﬁﬁ 17
R ERBASE, IREBEEIAT. & 9575/\

S FNEd B A AP E . BE. EE) 1B




REBNETBIZERE .

{Ea TSN

EHAYKBE

IFEERIAARE

RIRELRIC, ERE LD ERIHKEE.

RBILIE, & CFERESRABRM,

FHRNERRIISEEEAEALES.

w-ﬁa‘

Ly
;i

A
&




ollk

=111

Y4

WHE




n%ﬁ‘tini n_‘_E/ﬂ( /L:\{E 1%




kbt g K4 @)

Keelung Community Unwersuty

& $|§ A n%j H? E3 )TN

HIUEPRIRAKE
EARBFEEEE H

gl L 28 3R

ursula@nutc.edu.tw




